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RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:29 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mrs. CAPITO).

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Mississippi.

NOMINATION OF CORY T. WILSON

Mrs. HYDE-SMITH. Madam Presi-
dent, it is an honor to speak on behalf
of Judge Cory Wilson of Mississippi and
in support of his nomination to the
Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals.

I have known Judge Wilson for many
years. His experience and legal knowl-
edge make him an excellent choice to
serve on the appellate court. Numerous
colleagues of Judge Wilson’s from dif-
ferent backgrounds and political affili-
ations have risen in support of his
nomination and spoken to his personal
qualities.

After his impressive nomination
hearing and an outpouring of support
from Mississippians, who know him
best, there is no question that Judge
Wilson will be a fair and impartial
judge who follows the rule of law.
Judge Cory Wilson will serve on the
Fifth Circuit with honor, dedication,
and distinction.

I am also pleased a judge from Mis-
sissippi will mark a historic day as the
200th Federal judge to be confirmed by
the U.S. Senate during the Trump ad-
ministration. Judge Wilson’s confirma-
tion represents a pivotal point in the
President’s work to ensure there are
more smart, conservative jurists in the
Federal judiciary. Under the leadership
of President Trump and Leader McCON-
NELL, the Senate has prioritized con-
firming bright, well-qualified men and
women who will serve our country for
years to come.

I am proud to support Judge Cory
Wilson and urge my colleagues to ap-
prove his nomination.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Minnesota.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 4033

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Madam President,
I come to the floor today to urge the
Senate to address the threat the
coronavirus poses to our elections and
to take immediate action to pass my
legislation to ensure voters do not have
to choose between their right to vote
and their own health.

Today is Election Day in Kentucky
and in New York and in Virginia. There
are runoff elections in North Carolina
and in Mississippi, as well. As we
speak, voters in the States are experi-
encing what it is to vote in the middle
of a global pandemic. If the past few
months are any indication, for many,
casting a ballot today will not be safe,
and it will not be easy. The
coronavirus has caused unprecedented
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disruptions in the daily lives of Ameri-
cans.

In order to protect voters and poll
workers, this pandemic has forced us to
make changes to how we vote. Sixteen
States postponed their Presidential
primaries or have transitioned their
primaries to almost entirely voting by
mail. We have seen Democratic and Re-
publican Governors across the country
issue waivers allowing all voters to
cast their ballots by mail during the
pandemic. This includes States like
New Hampshire, with a Republican
Governor, and States like Ohio, where
they have a Republican Governor who
is focused on vote by mail, and States
like Maryland, where the Governor has
been devoted to vote by mail, and
States like Missouri.

While it is important that individual
States are taking action to protect
voters during this pandemic, we must
remember that, in the end, this is a na-
tional pandemic. It is not just a pan-
demic in Vermont or in Utah; it is na-
tional.

It is the responsibility of this Nation,
of this Nation’s government, and of
this Congress to ensure that States
have the funds they need to make our
elections more resilient and to make
sure voters don’t have to risk their
health to cast their ballots.

When we have a national threat or
international conflict, we do not expect
an individual State to be able to re-
spond. In World War II, when Pearl
Harbor was bombed, we didn’t say: Oh,
Hawaii, you go deal with that yourself.

We, in this Congress, have acknowl-
edged that this pandemic has national
consequences in how we responded with
the CARES Act and how the House has
responded with the Heroes Act, which I
hope we will consider very soon in this
Congress, and just the fact that, when
it comes to voting, this Congress, with
bipartisan support—this Senate voted
to give over $400 million originally to
the States.

There were some issues with how
that money was given out that we are
trying to fix, but, nevertheless, it was
a downpayment on the fact that even
in the beginning of the pandemic, based
on what we had seen in Wisconsin, we
anticipated that there were going to be
problems for voting and that there was
going to be a massive change in how
our elections were held.

You have States like New York State
where only 5 percent of people have
voted by mail in the past few Federal
elections and States like my own State
of Minnesota where, despite having the
highest voter turnout in the country,
only 25 percent of people on average
voted by mail. Now you are seeing
switch overs where 50 percent, 60 per-
cent of the people in every single State
in the Nation are asking to vote from
home or, in the alternative, they are
asking for safe voting places by Kkeep-
ing voting places open longer for early
voting, by training poll workers so we
do not depend on our senior citizens to
be staffing the polling locations when
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they are the most vulnerable to the
coronavirus. This is common sense.

This is why you see Republican Gov-
ernors and Republican secretaries of
state joining Democratic Governors
and Democratic secretaries of state all
across the Nation to ask for help from
Washington.

Today, in Kentucky, New York, and
Virginia, election officials are putting
more than $36 million of Federal fund-
ing to good use—funding to recruit and
train new poll workers, to provide
those workers with protective equip-
ment and sanitizing supplies; funding
to pay for postage for mail-in ballots,
purchase additional equipment, and
cover the costs of moving poll loca-
tions to accommodate more people. I
am proud of having fought to secure
that funding.

I appreciate Senator BLUNT, my col-
league, who I know is going to be here
shortly and is the chair of the Rules
Committee, for assisting in making
sure that funding was designated, as
well as Senator SHELBY, Senator
LEAHY, Senator COONS, and so many
others who have worked on this impor-
tant issue.

It is a good first step, but let us re-
member these are still the primaries in
a few States. If you talk to election of-
ficials across the country, they will
tell you that it wasn’t enough and that
they desperately need more resources
for the general election when so many
more people vote. Support from the
Federal Government is vital because
we have seen States struggle when it
comes to administering elections dur-
ing the pandemic. We also know it is
not as if they have a reservoir of fund-
ing right now to deal with, which is
one of the reasons we want to pass the
Heroes Act.

Many of our State and local govern-
ments are struggling right now. That is
why it is so important to designate
funding as we move forward—and I
hope we will soon discuss the Heroes
Act—to be able to help pay for elec-
tions.

Support from the Federal Govern-
ment is vital because we have seen
States struggle when it comes to ad-
ministering elections. With fewer than
6 months left before the general elec-
tion, Congress must act now to ensure
that States have the resources and
funding that they need.

A lot of times you hear: Well, it is
only 6 months, so why would we do
funding now? Look at the fact that we
were able to at least assure the States
that the money was going to be out
there for them a few months ago for
the primaries, and they were able ei-
ther to spend their own money because
they knew that money was coming or
to spend designated money. That is
how this works.

We are no longer in a normal situa-
tion. We are in a situation where
States are having to rearrange how
they do elections all over the country
to make it safe and to allow people to
vote from home. We have seen the
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